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XV.
UCH has been said
and written abont the
small use of artillery
in the Virginia cam-
paign of 1564 It
b nsed to be thought
i and discussed among
the artillerymen that
Grant had very litile
use for their arm of
the service, anvhow,
and that he thought
it had been developed
and its use attempled
to & greater exient
than was advantageous in previous cam-
paigos of the Army of the Potomac. It was
well known that McClellan and Mesde had
placed great reliance on their flrlilic-r}', and
when we crossed the Rapidan it was un-
doubtedly the most perfectly organized force
of that arm in the world.

But Grant was credited in the camp gos-
sip of the time with all sorts of disparaging
remarks about it. He was guoted as saying
that “artillery was nseful in a country where
the roads were good, wide expanses of open
Sields and plenty of commanding positions,
where numbers of batteries could be massed
at critical moments, ete; but in a region like
that between the Rapidan and the James, it
was not only of little use, bat generally a
positive incumbrance; that it required
large and expensive trains for its ammuni-
tion and forage; that owing to the dense
woods and parrow roads it could not be nsed
with eflect corresponding to the trouble of
maintaiving it” and wll that sort of thing,

On the other hand, srtillery officers said
that “tbe reason why Grant did mot prop-

BHOCTING THE BIRETCHER-BEARERS.
erly valoe that arm was becanse he did not
know bow to use it, but preferred the sim-
pler method of shoving bis infantry into the
brush, to kill as muny rebels as possible,
while they were all getting killed them-
selves” and so on.,

I suppose there was some foundation for
this fecling on both sides. In the Wilder- ]
Dess 1L was a sad spectacie 0 see our superh
Fifth Corps buatteries, manned us they were
with redoublable veterans, and eager to
“turn loose their war dogs,” compelled to
stand idle 38 hours in the Lacey clearing or
st thie Wilderness Tavern, while our devoled
infantry was floundering 1o certain death,
uusided, right in front of us, in impassable
thickels or swamps! while a little to our
left wore massed the 50 guns of Hancock's
Corps, behind the Brock road, in a state of
almost equal idleness, It may be inquired
why we did not search the woods with case- |
ehot or shell a8 we had w0 often done on
other fields, many of them beavily timbered ?
I canuot snswer this question. When we
slood there idle in the Lucey clearing, and
ssw our infaptry repeatedly driven back out |
of the brush on the south side of the pike, |
we asked one another “ Why don’t they

LET US MAEE A LITTLE HELL

of those thickets for a while?” We had
room on the kpoll south of the Lacey House
0 furm st Jeast five batleries facing west
sud southwest, toward these thickets, and
we could have thrown shell and case clear |
to the further edge of them and into the
Chewning and Hagerson clearings beyond.
Grant himself and Meade also were at the
Lacey House during portions of both days
(6th and 6th of May), and they could not
bave Lelped seeing this opportunity, 1 am
sure we could Lave made those thickets very
uncomfortable if not wholly untenable for
the enemy. It would have required a good
deal of ammunition, but we had plenty of
that end I bave always thought it was a
mistake that after the enemy’s presence there
was developed in great force, we were not
permitied 1o “pee what we could do"” for a
eouple of hours at least. Perhaps the bhrush
Wit 80 dense that we could not have pro-
duced & decisive effect, but we could have
“shown our good will”; and 1 have never
seen brosh dense enough to make an ex-
ploding 12-pound caseshot anything but a
most undexirable peighibor.

If we bad had our way the eizht batteries
of the Fifth Corps would Lave been put into

Pposition {rom the Lacey Houge 1o the bauk |

o the Wilderness Bun, and we would bLave
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searched those thickets with a storm of case-
sbot that would have driven out the cotton-
tail rabbits, not to speak of the enemy’s in-
fantry.

This might have been done at any time
during the morning of the 5th of May; but
after our infantry had been there two or
three times and were driven out with great
loss, no doubt so many of our wonnded were
left lying in the brush that it would have
been cruel to have fired caseshot in there at
random then,

I have sometimes thought that Gen, Grant
expected the enemy to charge into the Lacey
clearing in pursait of our troops, and wanted
to hold our batteries ready for them in that
event. I don’t know about these things;
but I do know that we all thought then that
we could bave horne a much more effective
hand than we did in the battle of the Wil-
derness, if our arm of the service had been
handled differently.

Again, the Sth, 10th, and 12th of May, at
Spottsylvania, the same fragmentary, inde-

| cisive method of using artillery seemed to
| prevail, At least five of the eight batteries

of the Fifth Corps had got inte the Alsop
clearing, within sight of Spottsylvania Ridge,
by B o'clock in the morning of the Sth of
May, and & resclute reconnoissance by a
couple of regiments of infantry would bave
developed the position and the strength of
the enemy quite as definitely as they were
uncovered by the heavy charge and bloody
repulse of Robinson's Divison.

Then, after Robinson was repulsed, two
batteries were ordered up,—Martin’s or Wal-
colt’'s and ours,—aud we sustuined in the
open field for balf an hour or more

A DESPERATE COXFLICT'

with 12 or 14 guns of the enemy under cover
and in & most advantageons position. True,
we were reinforced by Mink and, later, by
Rittenhouse, but pot until the heaviest part
of the work was over, In the position where
we first went into battery the field was wide
enough to form up at least five batteries, or,
in close order, six ; 80 that, instead of assail-
ing the enemy’s position at the Spindler
House with 12 guns, as we did at the start,
we conld just as well have brought 30, if not
36, to bear on him,

jut the whole tacties of that campaign
scemed to be those of simple assault with
infuntry. If one assanlt failed another was
ordered, sometimues by the same troops, or
when one division had been destroyed a
fresh one wax put in.

On the 12th of May, just as a few sections
from our various batteries had fairly got to
enfilading the inner faces of the west angle,
we were compelled o desist, by the fact that
our infantry had charged up to the outer
faces and stopped there, while the rebels re-
mained ineide, the two being only the thick-
ness of the breastwork apart; which, of
precluded  artillery fire without
danger ol destroying our own men, I firmly
believe that we would have made that eide
of the angle untenasble with our caseshot
alone in 20 mioutes if our infantry had
waited,

At Jericho Ford, on the North Anna,
we had a litde flarry that seemed more
like old times. This was when the enemy
broke Catler’s Divisionon our extreme right,
and we, being in baltery west of the Fon-
taine House, checked and repulsed them
with canister. This, while it Jasted, wus a
rattling aflair, but they did not come on Jike
they did at Gettyshurg; none of their infan-
try, as I recollect, coming nearer than 300 or
350 yards of our muzzies. But it was al-
most sundown when this oceurred, and night
put an end to the conflict, which was not
resumed the following day.

We bad no further opportunity until the
24 of June in front of Bethesda Chureh, ns
related in foregoing pages; and even there
our battery was called up to doa desperate
piece of work alone, while another re-
wained io eolumn alwost within guoshot in
the rear. We were never sorry that this was
80, but rather preferred to have it as it was,
s0 far as we were personally coneerned,
There was, a8 previously related, as unusual
determination on the partof onr Cannoncers
to show what they could do, as was evineed
by Jolu McLanghlin's fierce growl between
his teeth as we lilted our trail to unhook it
frous the piutic when we unlimbered in the

COurse,

| road, with

| disaster,

the enemy’s canister rattling
among the spokes of our wheels—" By ~——,
we've got a chance at last!”

Irefer to these things in this summary
way, not to criticize old Grant, who had his
own method of fighting, but simply to de-
monstrate that the artillery of the Army of
the Potomac was not to blame for tire com-
paratively small part it played in the great
Virginia campaign of 1864,

THE ARTILLERY OF THAT ABMY—

at least the corps batteries—was never in
such form or condition, either as to men or
horses or material, as when it erossed the
Rapidan. Every battery dated its organiza-
tion from 1861 or earlier, volunteer or Regu-
lar, and nearly every Cannoneer was a
veteran all the way from the Peninsula,
Bull Ran or Antietam.

But many of them marched from the Rapi-
dan to the James without a easunlty by gun-
shot and somo of them withoot firing & shot!

As for the Heserve Artillery, we should have !
forgotten that it was in existencs, if It had not |
beon broken up and its serviceable men and
horses, with & few of its batteries, sent to rein-
furce us alter Spottsylvunin,

To resume our uarrative, after we had wiped
out the rebel battery, aud Buartlett's Brigado
had driven the enecmy’s infautry back to the
shady Grove rowd, wo all bivouncked in the
position we had won. About sundown copions
showers cmmo up, accompuniod with heavy
thunder and sharp lightning, which nesdod
only big hailstones to remind us of onr canis
ter duel in the afternovon.  This rain was most
welcome, beenuse iU ecooled the alr, Laid the dust
and filled the hollows with pure water, which
we had sadly lacked Jor several days, 1t woet
uaall to theskin, bnt we did uot eare about thut
in fuet we enjoyed it—in fuct it was the first
“bLath " we had had for a fortuight., Gritlin's
Division held its ground that night and the
next day (June 3) until afternoon, when, hear-
ing of the great repulse of the Becoud, Sixth
and Eighteenth Corps down to the left, we
withdrew to the works abont the chiurch, We
ook no part in the butvle of June ¥, though
from our position we could tries the progress of
it gquite distinetly by the sounds and the waves
of Bmoke. The assanlts made on the 2d of June
were from one to three miles to our left, and
the enemy in our immedinte front merely held
his position, as did we, without material uction.

Toward night we heard that our three corps
to the left hnd been fearfully repulsed, and that |
1!;.-_-. had Jost 20,000 wen, Of course this was |
frightfully exaggerated, but we believed it |
then, wnd it made vus very solemn during thag |
wight, The next day we fonnd out the truth,
which was bud enough, but it was so much
better than the reports of the night before that
we lelt relieved,

I have beretofore remscked that from the
staundpoint of a soldier in the ranks, I felt war-
ranted jn approving Grant's assault on the Culd
Hurbor works as a juatter of strategy. View-
ing it results ouly, of course 1 am not couipe-
tent to erilicize or even discuss the tactical
movements a8 Lhoy wore mnde, 1 have seen it
stated by high military authority that the tac.
ticts of the assolts of June 2 aud 3 on the
Becond,Bixth and Fightoonth Corps frouts wero
not well advised. The order wax to * attuck all

A NoveL BEVERAGE,
along the line” It was delivered to three
different corps commanders; first, to

“ATTACK IN CONCERT,”
and, when they had fuiled to do that, they
were directed to * attack without relerence to
each othicr's movements,” If this is truo it
wus not good tacties in the most primitive sense
of the term. Even as a private soldier, after
pulling through the 20 battles procediug Cold
Hurbor, 1 had learned enough of tho art of war
to know that true tactical I‘iftl“ consists in the
ability to discern the wenkest poiut in a long
intrenched line, to assail it with resistless
vigor, foree it at that poiut, and then by
promptly supporting the attacking eolumn on
either or both flanks, take advantage of the
confusion of the enemy at the vortex of the

Grant did pot take this course. He eaused
Lis corps commanders to deliver what might
be called disconnected, or, at least, unconcerted,

assaultanlong a line not less than thres miles

o length. If his purpose was to prevenl the

——

enemy from reinforcing any ono eritieal
point by making all points critical, he did not
succoed ; because itis now well known that Lee,
In the very hight of the assault, deliberately
disgarnished the frout which the Eighteenth
Corps was attacking to reinforce tho front
charged by the Secoud and Sixth Corps. It
cannuot be sald that these assuults were foobly
deliverad, because the nawmbor of wounded men
who fell so close up to the enemy’s works that
they bad to be left thers to perish during the
next three days gives a pathetic lio to any such
statement as that. Neothing In the aunals of
war ean surpass the horoale devotion with which
the Second, Sixth and Elghteenth Corps assail-
ed the works in their fronts the 3d of June,
1864,

It is trno that our ¢wn corps (the Fifth)
took no part in these blopdy and futile nssanits,
Our work was of a more agrecable charncter—
holding the right of the army in the open at
and about Bethesda Charch, and from there
down among the swamps toward Beulah
Church; so that the only eonsiderable part we
took in the operstions was the sundmary man-
per fn which Grifin's Division wound up
Enrly's effurt to turn cur right flank during
the alternoon of June 2

If 1 had boen in Gres Ve place T would not
have made thoso assadlts *adl wlong the line
to the southward of Bealuh Choreh, but wonld
have deployed the Eighteenth Corps down
there nnd pusiied It up s close to their works
as passible, without assiulting, ns a detnonstra-
tion in force, supporting it with the Niunth
Corps, which was totally useless as it was
handied, I would then have massed the
Second, Fifth and Bixth Corps at and about
Bethesdas Church, and wounld have made a
broak with them ulong the Mechaunicsville pike,
covering the Shady (irove road on our extreme
right with the cavalry.

By this movement I wonld have ealeulated
to erush the left flank of Leo's army by an
overwhelming attuck, wnd to forco him inte
the “ pocket" formwed by the Chickahominy,
which was unfordable 1 his rear for more than
half the longth of his line, or at any point be-
low the bridge on the rosd leading from Gaines's
old mill o Riehmond.

The line of the Mechaniesville pike was in
open fleld, where our numerical proponderance
and the superiority of
OURARTILLERY MUST HAVE TOLD WITH FATAL

POW BRI,

The enso with which we (Griffin's Division
alone, of the Fifth Corps) shattered Eariy's
wttempt to turn the right flunk on the afternoon
of June 2, and the impooity with which Bartlett
followed Rodes right up to his intrench.
ments, after he recoiled, indieates what might
huve boen accomplished by a massive attack on
that part of the line the next mornlng by the
combined strength of the Second, Fifth and
Bixth Corps, aided by a strong demonstration
of the Niuth and Elghiteenth Corps ou our left
below Heulnh Churely,

No movement of any aceonnt was made dur-
fng the Ath on either side. The dead remanined
unburied on the grognd fought over during
June 1, 2 and 3, and ns this ground was now
botween the two liges many of the woundoed
remained where they fell, and no relief conld
reach them, This was not truoo of the Fifth
Corps so much as it was of the Seeond, Sixth
and Eighteeuth, to our left. Oar fighting Lhad
been more in the open, aud wo had more chauce
to remove our wonnded,

Buot the other threc corps,which had assaunlted
the trenches nond Jind been bloodily repulsed,
had to leave their wounded where they foll,
Those who lay nearest our works were dragpeed
in at night by their comrades, but every ¢flort
to got them in by dugylight was flercoly ropelled
by the musketry of the cnemy in his works.
Bevers! men of the Seeond and Bixth Corps
were shiot whilo they were engnged in this hu-
mane work, aud this caused a more bitter feel-
ing toward the rebels than all the fighting,

Gon. Lee had always been regarded by our
troops a8 a hnmane man, or at least not inhu-
muy, sud wo marveled that he shonld permit
his troops to fire on onrstretcher-bearors, when
the object of their mission was so plainly ap-
parent.  We preforred (o believe that Gen, Lea
did not know it, The weather wus frightfully
bot, and excepting thupder-showors the night
of June 2 I don't remember any rain falling for
30 dayn, Three days after the battle there was
# truce to colleet the wounded men and bury
the dend, but it came too lute. For the killed,
of course, it mude no difference; but I presume
at least 1,000 wounded of the three corps who
had been loft close up to the robel trenches
perished wretehodly during thoso three days,
Ex-Confederatos have told me sincoe the war
that they eould see the poor wretches moving
feebly and trying to evawl toward their (the
rebel) trenches for suecor, and they went out
themselves as far as they dared go and brought
in many of those nearest their works; but
thoy did not dare go far, and so those who lay
midway betweon the lines could get no help
from either side, However, the ﬁ"iﬂh Corps
Buw

LITTLE Ol NOTHING OF THESE HORRORS,
and knew of them only by hearsay, as wo wore
drawn from Dethesda Chureh on the night of
Juue bor 6, and moeved round to the left by
roads in rear of the other corps. We arrived at
Dispateh  Station, where the York Railroad
erosses the Chicknhominy, on the 7th, aud re-
mained there uutil the 12th.

At dusk on thut day we began erossing the
Chickaliominy lower down, at Loug Bridge,
end moved out on that rosd during the night,
our head of column--Griffin's Divieion, with
our battery, nud, I beliove, Phillips's Mussa-
chusotts—roaching Riddle's Crossroads belore
daylight ou the 13th, We al first thought this
wasd an wdvance onp Richunond, and the men
hailed with cuthugigsu the iden of & direct as-

sault on the main works of that place, which
they hoped would end the war. There can be
no grander tribute to the pluck and resolution
of the Army of the PPotomac than the fact that,
alter all the privations, fatignes and slaughter
of tho past 35 days, unparalleled in history, the
troops of Warren's old Fifth Corps were not only
ready but anxious to assanlt the formidable
main works of Richmond straight in the face.

However, it soon turned out that this was
nothing but a beavy demonstration, ealculated
to cover the movement of thearmy to the James
River; and so, as soon aa the rear of the Ninth
Corps was clear of the Chickahominy, we re-
traced our steps, the cavalry bringing up our
rear, and moved rapidly off to the James, where
weo arrived at a place called Wileox's Lauding
the 14th of June. Hers we found pontoon
bridges, the Second Corps already across, and o
floet of steamboats and tows with supplies,which
wero very welcome. 1 shall never forget the
Joy with which I here quaffed a glasa of ice-
water from a cooler on ono of the barges, where
I was sent with a detail to help unload ammau-
nition boxes,

It was the first I had tasted aince J couldn't
toll when. The fabled * Nectar of the Gods"”
was ingipid in eomparison with it. I suppose
there was vot at thal tioie & man in th . Army
of the Polomaec who would not have chosen a

Inss of ice-water in preferonce to any other

verage that could have been offered him—
rovided, of course, that Le could not bave
th.

Marching frgm Windmill Point with Grif-
fin's Division we arrived in sight of the one-
my's works in front of Petersburg in the aftor-
noon of the 17th, and found that we were to
tuke position to the loft, and that it was ex-
pected to assault the works at once, We
did not get into position until it was too late to
assault that day; but during the night Gen.
Griflin got his two batteries up into the Norfolk
Railroad cut, which at that polnt curved tothe
north, and ours was disposed so that we conld
slow the left section around and rake the eut
for a considerable distanee, if necessary, The
other battery—Phillips's or Bigelow’s, 1 be-
lieve—took pesition to onr right, and near a
house called, I think, Taylor's. This position
was abont 600 yards from the enemy's main
works at that point. These were new works
in asecond line, and the ocuter intrenchmonts
thuat he hiad abandoned on the day before ran
along near our position.

Butat daylight it was found that the enemy’s
new position required us to got on the other
slde of the cut

TO HAVE A GOOD RANGE ON IT,
80 wo pulled into the ent, and remained there,
oul of sight, pending the infantry dispositions
for the grand charge,

The infuntry was a long time getting ready,
g0 that it was past noon when weo got the order
to get out of the cut and go into battery on the
knoll above. We had just got to work with
casesliot whoen the infantry—DBartlett's Bri-
gade, in our immediate front—rose up and
started forward, As fur s we could see to the
right were long lines of infuntry rushing to-
ward the works. The gyound was much broken,
and as the lines eonformed to the ground it hud
tho npﬁn-urnm‘o of great waves of men. Inour
front the infantry bad farther to go than those
to the right of us, but we were too busy to see
much of it. As both our guus and the rebel
works were on the highest ground, we could
easily fire over the heads of our infautry until
they got pretty closo up. The rcbel infantry
in the works reserved thoeir fire, and ouly a fow
guns that they had buck of their trenehies replied
to usslowly; but we fired very fast, and our prac-
tice was the best in our history. Nearly every
shot grazed their works, and we knocked oif a
good many of their headlogs. But the ammu-
nition was some that we had got out of the
barges at Windwmill Point, aud, to speak after
the fashion of un exasperated Guuuer, it wasa't
worth g —!

1 don't suppose much more than one-half the
caso oxploded, The fuses were badly made—
probably muuy of them were *sand-plugged ”
or " blind-cast,” so that the “meal powder”
could not reach the bursting charge. ith the
practice we were making I verily believe we
could have driven their infantry ont of that
section of their works with onr shrapuel alone,
if they had burst rmpurly. So we changed to
eammon shell, which burst better, but of course
wera not near so effective in searching the in-
side of the earthworks as good caseshot wonld
have buen, Meautime our infantry was getting
ula&le up, and the enemy was boginning to fire
al them,

As they had made these works hastily, and
there was little or no brush in the neighbor-
hood, they were nat much abatised, but the in-
fantry said tho ditches were unusnally wide
and deef.

The last shot we fired conld not have eleared
our men’s heads by more than 20 feet, if that,
which is pretty risky practico with smooth-
bore guns, This last shot from our guna cansed
mo the most serious secident | had while in the
servico. )

I suppose I had got careless about “standing
clear,” apd on this oecasion the trail slewed a
little on account of striking =ome obstruction,
THE WHEEL HIT ME AND KNOCKED ME DOWN,
and severely bruised my left instepand ankle, I
thoughtat first that my leg was broken ; bat the
boys helped me up, and | soon found I counld
stand on my foot, though it was badly bruised
and began to swell. In & few minutes I had to
rip the whole front of my boot open, and soon
took it off altogether. The Lieutenant then
ordared me to the rear. However, I did not go
farther than the calssons, We remained silent
hers for nearly an hounr, when, the infantry
having been repulsed and taken cover in the
ravine and the low ground in our front, we
commenced a slow cannonade, whick we kept
up till pear dark, The infantry meanwhile
straightened oat the old rebel works, refueed
them and by midnight were securely estab-
lished in the lines, which wo held at that point
during the whaole siege that followed, We were
withdrawn after dark behind the railroad,
and the siege of Petersburg may be said to date
from the 15th of June, 1 considered that our
arrival at Petersburg and first assault on the
works there term nated what is generally called
*The Virginia Campaign’ in comprehensive
phrase; the subsequent operations belonged
to another epoch, known ns the * Great Siege.”

So I shall pause hero for a briof resume of the
history of the Army of the Potomac from the
Gth of May to the 18th of June, embracing an
approximate account of its sufferings and a de-
scription of its morale and physigne, as it stood
in front of Petersburg, Of course I speak more
particalurly of the Fifth Corps as to move-
ments, because from my humble station in the
ranks I could not bo familiar with the opera-
tions of the other corps, except fragmentarily
and by hearsay ; but my observations as to the
mental, moral and physical condition of that
corps will apply equally to the others.

In 44 days the army had marched from the
Rapidan to the James. It had been in battle
May 5, 6, 7, 8, 8, 10, 11, 12, 14, 18, 23, 24, 25, 29,
30, flll; June 1,2,3,7, 12, 16, 17 and 15—24 days
in all.

This refera only to more or less serions fighting
by part or all of thearmy, as there wasnot a day
when there had net been more or less skirmish-
iug on some part of the line, either by infantry
or cavalry. It bad built altogether trenches
and breastworks enough, if stretched out in a
straight line, to have reacked from Culpoper
to Petersborg, -

It had lost from all canses—killed, wonnded,
prisoners and disability from sickness eavsed
by ita incredible fatigues and privations—over
70,000 men. It had received reinforcements,
counting the Ninth Corps, amounting to perhaps
40,000 men prosent for duty. It had started
from its Winter camps at Culpeper with 100,000
in round numbers of all arms=. It had ar-
rived at the James perhaps 70000 strong, in-
cluding the Eighteenth Corps, which bad joined
it at Cold Harbor, though returned to the Army
of the James soon after,

IT WAS NOW ABOUT TO LOSE, 8AY, 20,000
of its best men by the expiration of the terms
of three-years volunteers who had uot re-
enlisted. In faet, these had begun to muster
out rapidly when we reached the James, several
leaving our battery after the 15ih of June.
Thoss, a8 nest «a { ean recoliect, were Pres
Johnson, Jin Lewis, Il Gleason, Bill Bar-
tholomew, Tom Clarke, Heury Burkhardt, and
possibly John Kuight and —— Wine, In faet,
the terms of most of these men were already
out when the attack was made ou Petersbhurg;
but they all staid uutil it was over, They
thought that perhaps the attack might saceeed,
and, if so, it wonld be likely to result fu the
capture of the rebel Capital, and perhaps be the
decisive battis of the war. As they had been
fighting all the way from the first Bull Run,
either in their infantry regiments or in the
battery, they thought they would feel pretty
cheap to be in the rear while Petersburg was
being stormed, Fortunately, none of them were
hurt. In fact, no one was seriously hurt in the
battery in this attack.

The army was receiving recrnitsall the time,
but they were maluly couscripts, sgbstitutes
and * big-bounty men,” on the whole much in-
ferior in quality to the old volunteers of 1561
and 1862, Still they “ kept up the mcket,”
andeventually helped wind up the business in
good sbape at Appomattox, What these re-
eruits of 1564 wonld have done with the rebel
army in its prime, as when the veterans first
had to deal with it, no one can say; but they
at least proved equal to the task of confronting
and whipping and eapturing it in its decay,
aud that was enough. For of the bundred and
odd thousand men who closed around lLes's
remuant at Appomattox, I don't suppose there
were more than 20,000 who had been at Gettys-
bﬂfg. not more than 12,000 who were at Antie-
tew, and probably not 300 who had fought st
the first Bull Run. I remark these facts, be-
cause few people reflect how completely the
personnel of the Army of the Potomac was
changed between Gettysburg and Appomattos,
between

THE “HIGH TIDE" OF THE REBELLION

and its last ebb. That army was fighting from
July 21, 1561, till April 8, 1363, One hua-
dred Thousand was about the greatest force it
ever had * present for duty equipped ” at any
ono time. But the muster-raJls of the Govern-
ment show that over 700,000 names passed
through its rosters during that time.

It is worth while to bear these things in mind.
If we take the Old Battery for an example, it
will appear that it had a genoral average pres-
ent for duty of about 80 or 90 men: that asbout
300 npames passed through its rolls from 1861 to
1865, and when it went into setion at Grav-
elly Run, Murch 20, 1865, it had but one man
who was with it at the time of the first Bull
Run—John Mitehell, and he was its Lisutenant
Commanding; but three or four who had been
throngh the butchory of Aotietum, and but
five or six who had fought at Gettysburg.

I nlso desire at this point, in concluding my
humble recital of the great Virginia campaign
of 1864, to refer to another sulject. It has be-
come fashionable of late yeurs for writers to
dwell upon * the enormous disparity of num-
bers” and "“the great luequality of equip-
ment,' ete., betwoen tho armies of Graot and
Lee in that campaign, I do not yield to this
fiat of fushion. We were superior in numbers,
it 18 true, but not more so than was fair in view
of the advautage they had rll the time from
the Rapidan to the Appomattox of being the
nssuulted force, With rare exceptions the his-
tory of that eampaigu was that of assaults by
us on works varying in strength from fleld
breastworks to regular fortifications, we al-
ways attacking with no protection except the
woollen biouses that covered our bosoms, they
crouching behind “ headlogs" or covered in
rifle-pits. On thisscore I appeal to the bistory
of a few assaults or sortics that they made
against us, Whenever they assaulted us in
floldworks, as at the Plank aud Brock roads
the 6th of May, or at Fort Harrison the 27th of
September, or at Fors Stedman the 25th of
Mareh, 1865; or when they attacked us in the
open, a3 the Gth of May in the Wildervess; or
on the Mechanicsvillo pike at Bethesda Church,
the 24 of June; orat Hatcher's Run, the Tth of
February, they came quickly and profoundly
to grief.

In the early part of the war the Army of
the Potomae was full of patriotiec Northern
boys and young men to whom the ideaof shed-
ding human blovd was something horrible be-
yond expression. They would shut both eyes
and hold their muskets high when they palled
the trigger. They had been raised in New
Eongland and Middle-State communities, where
buman life had high value, and they bad net
yot learned to distinguish between simple
“killing” in battle and the “murder” which

(Wentinued on 2d page.) B
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BETWEEN TWO FIRES
An 0ld Virgin;:n_{igerienc During

SITE OF OLD CAMP.

The Place the 18th Pa Cav. was
Surprised by Hampton.

KILLING NEGRO SOLDIERS.

Daggett Shoots a Rebel Soldier
while Stealing.
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BY WM. E. DOYLE, STEVENSRBURG, VA.
IV.
OMING south from
Cualpeper Courthoase
by way of Allen’s and
Brannons asad the
Cartis and Inskip
houses, or by way of
Col. Alexander's
(afterward Wallach's)
and Dr. Taliaferro’s
and crossing the ras
at Nall's Mill, you
reach the main Blae
Ridge and Freder
icksburg road, which
was » great artery of
travel before the days
of railroads, and whers
efforts were being made to baild a canal
up the Rappahannock River, which waas
partly completed as far as Kelly's Ford
In those old times I have seen bundreds of
wagons daily passing my honse, and the
stage, with ita prancing borses and bugling
guard, dashing up and down with its load of
passengers, to or from Fredericksburg, the
great shipping point.

From Pony Mountain you come past the
Massey house, on the left, where three bache-
lor brothers and a maiden sister lived, and
where the brothers still reside; them you
pass in sight of Coleman Beckham's and
next to Dr. Ed. Barber's place, with Jack
Barber's on the right, and you are at Ste-
vensburg when yon climb the hill. Theroad

SLEEPING BURNSIDERS.

from Pony Mountain has run all the way in
the bed of a branch until it strikes the flats
at Barber’'s. This road was lined with eampe
in the Winter of 1363, "{. The Sixth and
Ninth Corps®] believe, were up toward and
around Culpeper, and aloug toward Brandy,
with the Fiith and Second near Stevensbarg.
Custer’s Brigade of Cavalry were in the
woods on the Kildee place, and Davies on
Sand Spring Ridge and my place. Caster’s
headquarters were in the Barber house, as
already stated, where old Hedgeman Triplets
lived, with his daughters, Eliza, Texana
(ealled Molly), and Bettie. Old “ Hedge®
was a charaeter, and went with a eruteh, and
it was sport for the officers to “steam him
up "and get him started, for he was very
fond of the ardent. The old man is dead,
and the girls married and gone off, so Dr.
Ed. Barber has lived in the house since im-
mediately after the war.

As you rise the hill entering Stevenaburg,
the house on the right was Curtis's, which
still remains; that which stood on the lefs
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UNpER THE OLD PINEs Lova AGo.
was the Cross Keys Hotel in the palmy
days of Stevensburg, and afterwards became
a great

HIDING-PLACE FOR HORSE-THIEVES,
rooms being fitted np for the pnrpose.- Kil-
patrick took this old house, which had been
occupied by Geo. Hughes, but belonged to
the Hansboroughs, and made an army thea-
ter of it. The house on the southeast cor-
ver, diagonally oppesite, was Freeman's
store, and going toward Germania was M,
Laura Brown's, who still lives there with
her single daughter, Miss Judy, aneother
danghter being married and her sons goune
off, one of them being a merchant in Balti-
more, The old hounse next to this with a
street between, was formerly kept as a hotel
by Mrs. Whale, since dead, and is eceupied

by R. Clark, former overseer on the Ashby




